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Question One
I believe that I am a victim of listening with an incorrect purpose. I have to admit that I have been a poor listener on most occasions. During my first year in college, I interacted with a professor who was from Japan. The professor required all students to listen effectively with the aim of asking questions at the end of the lectures. I can admit that I was always listening while mainly paying attention to his accent which was very interesting. It was very interesting to hear how he pronounced certain words. Other students were also prone to imitating his voice after the lecture. I think that I was involved in listening with the incorrect purpose because I was interacting with a person from a different origin. It means that I was very interested to learn how he communicates rather than listening to the content being taught. The main result of listening with incorrect purpose is that it reduces the level of understanding of a given message. Therefore, I did not listen to the important elements that the professor taught. I can apply the idea of different listening purposes to improve my listening in the future by ensuring that I pay much attention to the person with who I am conversing with. I will always observe the purpose of listening in diverse contexts.
Question Two
I always find myself paying attention to only certain things that my friends talk about. In most cases, my friends like to talk about political issues in the country. I always feel bored because I am not into politics. In order to avoid such conversations, I normally listen selectively to the interesting bit of these conversations. I think that I can address this problem of selective listening by ensuring that I ask questions on areas that I don’t understand. This strategy can increase my interest in this political arena.  
